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CC:  Andrew.Laubscher@tzaneen.gov.za; Pfanani.Netshidongololwe@tzaneen.gov.za  

 
Dear Mr Mhangwana  

 
NOTIFICATION OF REVISED MUNICIPAL TARIFF DETERMINATION TIMELINES FOR FY2026/27 

FOLLOWING COURT JUDGMENT AND APPROVAL OF ESKOM RETAIL TARIFF STRUCTURAL 

ADJUSTMENT (ERTSA). 

 

1. On 5 March 2026, the National Energy Regulator of South Africa (NERSA) granted approval for 

Eskom’s Retail Tariff and Structural Adjustment (ERTSA) application. As part of this approval, the 

Regulator authorized a 9.01% tariff increase for local authorities (municipalities), effective from 1 July 

2026 to 30 June 2027. 

 

2. The purpose of this letter is to formally inform municipalities of the revised timelines for the electricity 

tariff application process for the 2026/27 financial year. These updates are in accordance with the 

North Gauteng High Court judgment issued on 20 February 2026, as detailed in Annexure A. The 

updated timelines for municipal tariff applications are as follows: 

 

3. Submission of Municipal Tariff Applications  

Municipal licensees are required to submit their electricity tariff applications by no later than 31 March 

2026. This is an amendment from the previous deadline of 20 March of every year.  Failure to meet 

this deadline may result in no tariff increase being approved by NERSA.  
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4. Public Participation 

NERSA’s public participation process in respect of municipal electricity tariff applications will conclude 

on 21 April 2026.  

 

5. Finalisation of Municipal Tariff Applications Process  

NERSA will finalise the process of considering municipal electricity tariff applications that are 

timeously received and communicate its decisions on or before 11 May 2026. This is an amendment 

from the previous deadline of 5 May of every year.  

 

6. Municipalities Seeking Deviation from Revised Deadlines  

Municipalities may apply for deviation from the revised deadlines, provided that good cause is shown. 

 Any such application must be enrolled for hearing on the Urgent Court Roll on 17 March 2026, and 

respondents to such applications must be afforded not less than three (3) court days to file opposing 

papers. For further information on the above, please refer to the attached annexure.  

 

7. Additionally, municipalities are reminded to ensure compliance with the following conditions: 

 

• The tariff application must be signed and authorised by the relevant official authority;  

• Confirmation that tariffs applied for are authorised by the Municipal Council;  

• Confirmation that customers were consulted on the proposed tariffs; and  

• Submission of audited regulatory financial information for 2024/25 to NERSA.  

 

8. You are urged to take note of the revised timelines and ensure strict compliance. Failure to comply 

may impact the processing and approval of municipal electricity tariff applications.  

 

9. NERSA appreciates your cooperation in ensuring compliance with regulatory requirements and the 

provision of electricity services. 

 

 

Yours faithfully,   

 

 

________________ 

Adv Nomalanga Sithole 

Chief Executive Officer 

Date: 09/03/2026 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
Court Order – 20 February 2026 
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